6                  Uganda and its Peoples
Ankole to the Commissioner of the Uganda Piotectorate to obtain, at first hand, details regarding the Hima tribe, of which he is the recognised head
According to the Constitution created for Uganda in 1900, the Hima race furnishes the royal family of Uganda, and the Kabaka of Uganda must be selected from that tribe whenever a vacancy occurs on the Uganda throne
As the Kabaka of Uganda is a much more important personage than the Kabaka of Ankole, it might be considered that the former was the head of the Bahima tribe, but this is not really so amongst the Bahima themselves Ankole is the home of the Bahima, and the present Kabaka, Kahaya, is the leading personage of their race
When Kahaya was seventeen years of age, he was taken in hand by the Church Missionary Society, and, after two and a half years' instruction, was baptised in the Protestant faith
MARRIAGE CEREMONIES AMONGST THE BAHIMA
The young women are never consulted with regard to their marriage Ihe young man never sees the girl's face before he applies to her father Even then he cannot see it, though she is usually present, closely veiled in a huge wrap of bark-cloth The Bahima women live in close retirement, and are always veiled In this respect they must not be confused with the subject race, the Bairu (the singular form is Muiru) The Bairu women go unveiled and work in the fields, but the Bahima women never go unveiled and never work in the fields It is usual, when a Bahima woman is baptised on being converted to Christianity, for her to uncover her face, but immediately after the ceremony the covering 'is resumed, and on no other occasion outside her private apartment does she leave her face uncovered
The  suitor  therefore  has   not the  remotest   idea  of the